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Kolkata: After dispatching the first
consignment of food grains to the
North East through Bangladesh, the
Kolkata Port Trust (KoPT') is now look-

: ingforward to the prospect of utilizing
i the port of Sittwe in Myanmar to con-

nect to Mizoram and neighbouring
states that are not well connected by
road or railway networks.

Before long, the Kaladan multi-

modal transport project, funded by the
ministry of external affairs, is expect-
ed toseethelight of day Once theroute

becomes operational, food grains and

other supplies for the country’s north-
east will be shipped to Sittwe from Kol-

kata or Haldia. The barges will then:

move north along a 225km waterway
from Sittwe to Setpyitpyin along River

: Kaladan. The Kaladan flows from Miz-

oram. Due to non-navigability of the
river beyond Setpyitpyin, a 62km road
network is also being built from there
to Lawngtlai in southwestern Mizo-
ram. This road will merge with NH-54

i fromthere.

“We are trying to increase the

; movementof cargothroughinland wa-

terways. At present, only 2% of cargo
usesthismode of transport though.the
costisbarely afifth of what is incurred
ik goodsammovedbyroad This is be-

‘cause a lot of emphasis was laid on :

road and rail transport in the last 25
years. However, the cost of fuel and
congestion has now forced a switch to
the waterways. NTPC has already de-
cided to move imported coal to Farak-
ka in barges. The cost saving will be
nearly 20%. Jindal ITE, the agency en-
gaged toprovidebarges, is spendingRs
700 crore for the project. A tender will

alsobefloated for movement of coalfor -
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Once the route becomes
operational, food grains and
other supplies for the northeast
will be shipped to Sittwe from

Kolkata or Haldia. The barges
will then move north along a
225km waterway from Sittwe
to Setpyitpyin along the Kaladan

the power plant at Barh as well. This

will envisage an investment of nearly

- Rs 1,000 crore. The National Waterway
1is an area of highest potential. From

Haldia, there is access to Bangladesh.

. This is the protocol route between the

two countries. On Wednesday, the first
consignment of food grain moved

through Bangladesh to Ashuganj.

From Ashuganj, the consignment will
take aroad route to Akhaura in Tripu-

ra. It is a win-win situation for both

countries. While we can move food
grain to be distributed through the

- Public Distribution System at & much
cheaper cost, all vessels and trucks are

provided by Bangladeshl operators,”
said Vishwapati Trivedi, chairman, In-
land Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI), at a seminar organized by the

. Bengal Chamber in Kolkata on Friday:

In the firstlot, Food Corporation of
India (FCI) plans to move 30,000 tonnes
of food grain to the northeast. An
agreement has been signed with Ban
gladesh for movement of 10,000 tonnes
It took Bangladesh three months to

‘grant this permission. Trivedi hoped

that this process is streamlined.
According to KoPT chairman RPS
Kahlon, once Sittwe port is integrated
with the proposed National Waterway
6, it will be of great help as trade with
Myanmar is flourishing. “The state
governments will need to get involved
if cargo movement through inland wa-
terways is to develop. Last-minute con-
nectivity will also have to be developed.
The state government looks after the
stretch between Namkhana and Rai-
mangal. There are a lot of problems
alongthisstretch. We havetaken upthe
matter with the state transport depart-
ment. The IWAI should also take up
thismatter,” hesaid. ;
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KOLKATA: A two-year-old war
betweenWest Bengal and Odisha
over port limits is set to see a
truce at a proposed high-level
‘meeting on June 14.

“The meeting between the
port authorities and shipping
ministry officials will be held in
New Delhi. We expect a settle-
ment with terms acceptable to
all of us,” Kolkata Port Trust
(KoPT) chairman RPS Kahlon
said here on Friday.

The meeting will discuss
the modifications sought by
the Odisha government in the
formula recommended by the
Union shipping ministry for
an amicable settlment. Odisha
had indicated that it was will-
ing to accept the formula with
some modifications, Kahlon said
on the sidelines of a seminar
organised by Bengal Chamber
of Commerce and Industry on
the ‘Importance of Waterways’.

In November 2010, the ship-

ing ministry had notified exten-
sion of the limit of KoPT, cover-

ing certain stretches in the Bay
of Bengal bordering Odisha. PTi
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- ping,

~ Industry on

ing, Government O ‘Odisha,
Government of West Bengal, and
representatives from KoPT, Dhamra
Port, Paradip Port and upcoming

Subarnarekha Port," Mr Kahlon said

at a seminar organised by the

Bengal Chamber of Commerce and

Waterways  for

‘Economic
‘-Devclopment". i :

arived.

"Importance  of

Seminar on "
Importance of Waterways for Economic Development"

before the Supreme Court
uly, based on the solution
at the meeting, he added.
ations sought by the Odisha
rnment in the formula recom-
ded by the Union Shipping
‘Ministry for settlement, will be dis-

ussed.in the meetiog. .
radation work

%

¢ the Farraka barrage by the

50 crore U

~ Inland Waterways Authority will
~ boost transloading, which will ease

barge movement from Haldia to
Farraka and then to Bath in Bihar.

Inland Waterways Authority of
India chairperson, Mt V Trivedi, said
a contract for three million tonnes
of coal for NTPC from Haldia to
Farraka has been allotted and oper-
ations may be commissioned within
the next two months.
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Port tiff nears solution

ASTAFFREPORTER through competitive bidding '
] for setting up the Rs 300-crore
Calcutta, June 7: The Calcut- transloading facility, The float-

ta Port Trust (CPT) is looking
forward to the resolution of a
two-year old stalemate on a
proposed transloading facility
at Kanika Sands, a cluster of
islands off the Odisha coast, at
a meeting in New Delhi next
week. 2 e v S

CPT chairman R.PS.
Kahlon said the June 14 meet-
ing will be would be attended
by the port authorities of
Dhamra, Paradip and Sub-
arnarekha ports in Odisha,
representatives of the respec-
tive state governments and
shipping ministry officials.

“I am hoping that the issue
could be resolved. The
Supreme Court has requested
the ministry of shipping to sit
with all the stakeholders to
work out a mutually accept-
able solution. A proposal has

been given to Odisha (govern- the Supreme Court in July

R.PS. Kahlon (right) with Inland Waterways

Authority of India chairman Vishwapati Trivedi
in Calcutta on Friday. Picture by Kishor Roy Chowdhury

ment). They have indicated
their willingness to accept cer-
tain formula (which) is accept-
able to us,” he said on the side-
lines of an event at the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. :

Kahlon said the CPT would
have to file an affidavit before

based on the settlement
reached at the meeting.

An acceptable solution
might be the shifting of opera-
tions to an alternative location
close to Kanika Sands, but the
chairman did not give any spe-
cific details.

The CPT had planned to
pick a private operator

ing terminal will be stationed
at Sandheads, 60 miles south
of Haldia, for eight months in
a year. During monsoons, it
will be taken to Kanika Sands,
next to the Dhamra port and 60
miles south of Sandheads.

The Odisha government
had moved the apex court fol-
lowing the shipping min-
istry’s decision to extend the
limits of the CPT, covering
parts of the Bay of Bengal
close to the Odisha border. It
had pointed out that
transloading at Kanika Sands
would impact the cargo flow to
the Odisha ports.

The CPT was affected by
the tussle as it failed to start
transloading, which would
have revived its fortunes at a
time draught continued to pre-
vent the entry of larger ves-
sels at its facilities.

106 D, Block-F, New Alipore, Kolkata - 700 053 |
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Dispute over port's operationsin
Kanika sands set to end: KoPT chairman

BS REPORTER
Kolkata, 7 June

n  accordance  with
I Supreme Court's direction,

the long-standing battle
between the Odisha govern-
ment and the Kolkata Port
Trust (KoPT) over the exten-
sion of the latter’s area up to
Kanika sands is finally heading
for an amicable settlement as
all the concerned parties set to
formally approve an agreed
formula in a high-level meet-
ing on June 14.

“Ministry of Shipping
came out with a proposal as
a solution. Odisha govern-
ment suggested some modi-
fication in that, which we
are agreeable to. The Kanika
sands issue is set to be
resolved. The matter will
come up on a meeting on

- June 14,” KoPT Chairman R
P S Kahlon told reporters on
the sideline of a seminar at
Bengal Chamber of

(From left) v'n-iéedi, chairperson,

Inland WaterWays Authority of India, RP S Kahlon, chairmah,

Kolkata Port Trust and Kallol Datta, president, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, at a seminar, in

Kolkata on Friday.

Commerce here.
Representatives of
Ministry  of Shipping,
Kolkata Port Trust (KoPT),
Dhamra Port along with rep-
resentatives of west Bnegal
and Odisha government are

expected to attend the June
14 meeting in Delhi.
“Following this we will
file an affidavit before SC,
which had directed for ami-
cable solution,” Kalhon said.
He, however, refused to
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share details about the pro-
posed solution. Sources sug-
gest KoPT would be allowed
to carry on the transloading
operations in Kanika Sands.
But, a new location is iden-
tified for the proposed oper-
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ation, to which unlike the
earlier one, Odisha govern-
ment does not have objec-
tions.

The dispute dates back to
November 2010, when
through a notification by
Shipping Ministry KoPT had
extended its limits to more
than 200 kilo metre south of
Haldia into the Bay of
Bengal covering an area of
28646 square kilo metre and
came out with a plan to
build a transloading termi-
nal at Kanika sands.

Odisha government
opposed the KoPT's move
saying it would affect seven
upcoming ports in the vicin-

ity — like Dhamara,
Chudamani, Chandipur,
Inchudi, Subarnarekha,

Bichitrapur and Bahabalpur.
After several legal battles
over the issue at the Orissa
High Court and the Calcutta
High Court, the matter final-
ly went upto Supreme Court.



