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Belgium, a key player in the European biopharmaceutical industry



The biotech/biopharma industry, a growing sector in Belgium



Key activities of all 10 top global pharmaceutical companies in Belgium



The Belgian biotech market is thriving



Belgium: investments in biopharmaceutical R&D 
(2nd in Europe after Denmark)

• 3,51 billion € were invested by pharmaceutical companies in Belgium in 2017

• Each day in 2017, pharmaceutical companies invested more than 9,6 Mios € in R&D in Belgium

• Of every 8 Mio € that is invested in R&D in Europe by pharmaceutical companies, 

1 Mio € is invested in Belgium



Belgium, the European leader in clinical trials

Biopharmaceutical companies have access to a vast infrastructure including more than 
70 hospitals with high quality clinical departments and well trained staff.

22,5% of 
clinical studies 
in the area of 

cancer research 
are performed 

in Belgium

15,8% of clinical 
studies to 

investigate diseases 
affecting the 

nervous system 
take place in 

Belgium

16,7% of clinical 
studies conducted 

to research diseases 
affecting the 

immune system are 
done in Belgium

14,2% of clinical 
studies in pediatric 

diseases are 
conducted in 

Belgium



Belgium has a leading position in cell and gene therapy in Europe



The Belgian biotech landscape



The Belgian biopharmaceutical ecosystem: 
focus on Wallonia



The Belgian biopharmaceutical ecosystem: 
focus on Wallonia

1,3b€
Cumulative private 
investment secured by 
current BioWin SME 
members (2005 – 2017)



Biowin: the innovation cluster in Health 



Biowin: the innovation cluster in Health 



Biowin: international partnerships and networks



Wallonia: your Belgian gateway for your activities and exports 
in and outside the EU

The combination of several focused regulatory and tax measures and incentives make 
Belgium one of the most attractive locations for biopharmaceutical R&D and 

manufacturing companies in the EU.

• R&D incentives 
• Investment incentives

• Tax deduction on patent income
• Employment incentives (tax credits for R&D and reduced employment charges for foreign 

researchers)
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